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Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, about a year
ago, at the invitation of Rosemary Mucklow. |
had the opportunity 1o go to San Francisco
and speak to the National Meat Associalion
While there, Rosemary invited us 1o a recep-
tion at the home of Agnes and Al Picetli, It
was a wonderful house perched high on the
slope of one of San Francisco’s many hill-
sides. The view was spectacular, the food tre-
mendous, and the host family as delightiul and
graceful as a California spring day.

The Piccetti, Gatto, and DeMartini family
members made us el feel at ease. Their
home was ours. Their generosity was ours to
enjoy. Their obvious and apparent success
was ours to celebrate.

How did one get to live such & life? How
was it that the family of first generation of
Americans could experience such a generous
slice of prosperity and aflluence? Was it luck?
Desire? Hard work? Or beliel in a greater
ideal and that of the American dream?

| left believing it was the jatter. Mr. and Mrs.
Piccetti had put In their time, taken risk,
worked long hours, persevered and suc

- ceeded, but throughout their highs and lows,
victories and defeais, they believe in America.
What it stands for and what an individual can
accamplish in our great system of enteiprise
and government.

Their story Is worth telling. Ms. Mucklow
was kind enough to write a brief biography,
and | am honered to enter it into the RECORD.
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ALBERT L. PICCETTI

Albert Piccetti was born to John and Viola
Piccettl in 1918 at their home in the North
Beach Community of San Francisco, Califor-
nia, He grew up on Telegraph Hill, a working
class neighborbood that was home to new
immigrants from Ttaly and Spain. Eight-
year-old Albert learned the value of hard
work as soon as he was old enough to accom-
pany his father on his garbage pick-up route
through the streets of San Francisco. As one
of his eariiest work memories, Al remembers
his father persuading a reluctant teamn of
Clydesdale horses to back up on a wooeden
ramp to empty the wagon's haul for the day.

Surrounded by the strong work ethic of
new Americans, young Al's first business
venture was as a shoe shine entrepreneur.
After painstakingly building his shoe box, Al
was ready for his first customers in Washing-
ton Parle, It wasn't long before he received a
lesson In “‘sales territorles™ from the estab-
lisherd shoe shine boys. It was to be Al's
shortest business endeavar!

At the age of 16, Albert became the sole
support of his parents and younger sister
when his father suffered a debilitatiog
stroke. Although nat physically tall in stat-
ure. he survived the rigorous Initiation of a
partner-worker into the Colden Gate Scav-
enper Cornpany working alongside men the
age of his father as the primary breadwinner
for the family.

He met his life's partner, Agnes Gatto, ac
the local ftallan social club, She was chap-
eroned under the very watchful eyes of her
brothers. When they return from their han-
eymoon, a draft notice from Uncle Sam was
waiting. During the war years, Al was most
proud of her certification as an instrument
flighc trainer and used his natural drawing
talents to instruct new pilots.

Following the war, Al joined his wife's
family In operating a local bar and grill in
the produce and printing district of San
Francisca. Al rtook this opportunity to
sharpen his cullnary skills. which are still
widely appreciated today by friends and fam-
ity!

In 1957, Al Piccetd, along with is brother-
in-Juw, Felix Gatto. and his boyhood friend,
Ernie DeMartini. purchased a Ffamily-run
Italian sausage factory, and kept the name:
San Francisco Sausage Company. They
Iearncd every aspect of their new business
making traditional Italian salame. The com-
pany was, and is today. best known for its
Calumbus brand salame. Considered more an
art than a sclence at the time. thekr growing
success soon demanded a larger manufactur-
ing plant. Moving a cured dry sausage cper-
aton entailed unknown risks due to the fas-
tidious reguirernents of the white, Penicil-
lin-type molds that grow on the surface of
the salame as it matures. Those early years
were a challenge to their fortitude in unrav-
eling the mysteries of mycelogy. Albert was
on the forefront of implementing new sci-
entific methoeds to ensure the safety and tra-
ditian of the product that his forefathers in-
troduced to the United States. After almost
30 years in the business. Alberc retired from
the San Francisco Sausage Company 25
President and CEO in 1985, He and his part-
ners left the business in the hands of the
next peneration of Picecectis. Gattes. and
DeMartinls.

Upon retiring and with his four children
grown. Al characteristically, moved on to
pursue s new dream. Al and Agnes Piccettd
purchased hillside acreage in the Dry Creek
Valley of Sonoma County. north of San
Francisco. Local realtors scratched ctheir
heads in puzziement at his choice of undevel-
oped scrub brush property: but, Al already
envisicnied the slopes lush with grapevines
The newly retired couple spent their nights
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in a small trailer, with Al busy designing
and planting thelr first vineyard. In time,
they built their home. Al's designs are evi-
dent in every facet of the AA Ranch: precise
layout and trellising of the grapes: the func-

- tional beauty of the iron work in the ceiling

beams: and, the careful placement of stone
WALET Causeways.

Al . Piccettl's warmth, generosity and
friendship have touched thousands of people
in his communities, church, family. and
business. Al's accomplishments are the story
of the American Dream of hard work, love,
dedication and respect. We're pleased to
place this acknowledgement of his continu-
ing life in the RECORD.




